
LDWF INLAND FISHERIES SAMPLING

Why Sample?
To ensure a sustainable and healthy aquatic 
environment, Inland Fisheries biologists must 
understand:

 h A waterbody’s physical characteristics

 h The status of the fish and mussel communities within 
the waterbody

 h The impact of human activities on both the habitat 
and aquatic communities

Data sets collected over time using standardized 
methods allow biologists to:

 h Notice and document changes

 h Apply different management models that predict 
changes in populations as a result of proposed 
actions

 h Recommend regulatory action to correct problems

 h Take action such as stocking fish, reporting pollution 
violations, or improving habitat conditions
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What Does Sampling Cost?
 h $2.6 million Federal Sportfish Restoration

 h $800,000 State Conservation

Fun Facts
 h Waterbodies with management plans: 77

 h Number of sampling sites statewide: Over 3,000

 h Acres of water managed: Approximately 1,455,433 
acres

 h Miles of streams managed: Approximately 4,000 
miles

 h Number of LDWF Inland Fisheries employees 
conducting fisheries sampling: Approximately 30

 h Number of Basic Fishing Licenses sold in 2022: 
542,820

 h Number of fish sampled in 2022: 120 species; 
57,524 individuals

 h Number of mussel sampled in 2022: 34 species; 
6,716 individuals
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